WHEELCHAIR CURLING

HISTORY

Right now is an exciting time when we speak of wheelchair curling (W/C). The sport began in Europe in 1998 but only came to Canada in 2001. The First World Championship was in 2002 in Sursee, Switzerland. Canada has had great success over the years including a Bronze, Silver and Gold medal performances. Some of the sport’s notable stars include:  Frank Duffy, Chris Daw, Urs Bucher and Angie Malone.

WHO CAN COMPETE?

Athletes with any form of physical disability - amputee, visual impairment, cerebral palsy, wheelchair, multiple sclerosis and les autres are eligible to compete in wheelchair curling.

RULES

1. Each game shall be played over 6 ends with an extra end to be played should the teams be tied.

2. Each player shall release their stones before the hog line,

3. No sweeping is permitted.

4. All players must deliver the stone from a stationary wheelchair which shall be placed so that the stone is delivered from the centre line.

5. Each team must be comprised of mixed gender.  At the start of the competition each team shall be composed of four players, each player playing two stones and playing each stone alternately with their opponent.  Where five players are registered, these five players have equal standing and may be used at any time, in accordance with the rules, at the discretion of the skip or coach.  At least one member of the on-ice team must be of the opposite gender, unless there is a reason adjudged valid by the Chief Umpire.

6. Delivery of the stone may be undertaken by the conventional arm/hand release or by the use of the extender cue.

8. Moreover the WCF rules of play shall apply.
CLASSIFICATION

Authorized international sports classifiers shall make determination of minimum disability and appropriate classification.

DEMONSTRATION COMPONENTS

· Basic curling rules
· Demonstration of pushing a rock with/without ‘The Extender’ Curling Stick
EQUIPMENT

· “The Extender” Curling stick  - approximately $100

· Gloves – approximately $35

· Warm Clothing

WANT TO GET INVOLVED??

Contact Curl Ontario to find local clubs in your area!!

1400 Bayly Street, Office Mall 2, #2B

Pickering, Ontario    L1W 3R2

1-866-800-7293

information@ontcurl.com
