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Executive Summary

This report describes the results of the Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment of the
Proposed Draft Plan, Part of Lot 46, Concessions 9 & 10, Town of Collingwood (Formerly
the Township of Nottawasaga), County of Simcoe, conducted by AMICK Consultants
Limited. This study was conducted under Archaeological Consulting Licence #P058 issued
to Mr. Michael B. Henry by the Minister of Culture for the Province of Ontario. This
assessment was undertaken by the proponent to confirm the existence or absence of
archaeological resources as a condition of approval for portions of the proposed
development. All work was conducted in conformity with the Archaeological Assessment
Technical Guidelines (OMCzCR 1993) and the Ontario Heritage Act (RSO 1980).

AMICK Consultants Limited was engaged by the proponent to undertake this
assessment on July 25, 2006. Those portions of the property which did not consist of
previous disturbance were subject to physical assessment on August 3, 2006, and August 16,
2006, consisting of high-intensity test-pit survey methodology at an interval of five metres
between individual test pits in woodlot areas, and of high-intensity test-pit survey
methodology at an interval of five metres between individual test pits in grassy areas. As a
result of the assessment, no archaeological resources were encountered. Consequently, it is
recommended that the proposed development be considered cleared of any further
requirement for archaeological work.
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Report on the 2006 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment of the Proposed Draft Plan,
Part of Lot 46, Concessions 9 & 10, Town of Collingwood, (Formerly the Township of Nottawasaga), County of Simcoe.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This report describes the results of the Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment of the
Proposed Draft Plan, Part of Lot 46, Concessions 9 & 10, Town of Collingwood, (Formerly
the Township of Nottawasaga), County of Simcoe, conducted by AMICK Consultants
Limited. This study was conducted under Archaeological Consulting Licence #P058 issued
to Mr. Michael B. Henry by the Minister of Culture for the Province of Ontario. This
assessment was undertaken by the proponent to confirm the existence or absence of
archaeological resources as a condition of approval for portions of the proposed
development. All work was conducted in conformity with the Archaeological Assessment
Technical Guidelines (OMCzCR 1993) and the Ontario Heritage Act (RSO 1980).

AMICK Consultants Limited was engaged by the proponent to undertake this
assessment on July 25, 2006. All records, documentation, field notes, photographs and
artifacts related to the conduct and findings of these investigations are held at the Lakelands
District corporate offices of AMICK Consultants Limited until such time that they can be
transferred to an agency or institution approved by the Ministry of Culture on behalf of the
government and citizens of Ontario.

20 LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

As illustrated in Figure 1, the subject property is located within Part of Lot 46,
Concessions 9 & 10, Town of Collingwood, (Formerly the Township of Nottawasaga),
County of Simcoe. The subject land, which contains Bear Estate in the north and the
Cranberry Marina office in the south, consists of a roughly-rectangular portion of woodlot
and disturbed area, approximately 3.3 hectares in size. The property is bound on the eastern
edge by Cranberry Marina on Georgian Bay, the southern edge by Harbour Street, and the
western edge by Balsam Street. The nearest major intersection is located at Balsam Street
and Highway 26, roughly 100 metres southwest of the subject property.

The subject property has been severely impacted by landscape alterations throughout
the majority of the lands (roughly 70% of the total area). The property consists of a grassed
landscaped area which covers the southern half of the property, a cedar and mixed bush
woodlot within the west-central portion over an approximate quarter of the area, a grassed
landscaped area north of the woodlot to the north edge and from the west edge to a set of
existing buildings in the east, and a narrow band of woodlot along the northern boundary of
the property. The central woodlot was largely undisturbed, although evidence of modern
garbage dumping was noted throughout. The northern strip of woodlot also remained
undisturbed. Several structures are located on the property: The existing Cranberry Marina
office in the southeast corner and a frame shed associated with it, the Bear Estate building
and associated garage in the northeast corner, and a pump house inland from the marina
docks along the eastern edge. A wooden fence roughly travels from the marine office to the
existing garage, effectively segregating the docking area to the east from the former
agricultural lands to the west. Two gravel parking areas used for parking and pathways, are
contained within the projeci area: the first is connected to Harbour Street and begins at a
large parking arca and then continues along the south-to-southeast edge of the boundary,
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where it turns north halfway up the eastern boundary along the docking area; the second is
connected to Balsam Street where it travels through the northern grassy arca castward to the
set of existing buildings, whereupon it veers south into a parking area. Additionally, new in-
ground sprinkler and lighting systems have recently impacted the soil around Bear Estate.

The subject property is situated within the Niagara Escarpment physiographic region.
In particular, the property lies along the northwestern edge of the Nipissing bluff which
confined Lake Algonquin in this area. This area specifically is comprised of a bouldery
terrace which houses numerous sets of sand and gravel strands. (Chapman and Putnam 1984:
71-74, 114-122).

3.0 BACKGROUND RESEARCH

As part of the present study, background research was conducted in order to
determine if any archaeological resources had been formerly documented within or in close
proximity to the subject property and if these same resources might be subject to impacts
from the proposed undertaking. This data was also collected in order to assist in the
assessment of the archaeological potential of the subject property and in order to establish the
significance of any resources which might be encountered during the conduct of the present
study. The requisite data was collected from the Archaecology Unit, Heritage Branch, Ontario
Ministry of Culture (OMC) and the corporate research library of AMICK Consultants
Limited.

Native Occupation:

The data gathered from the Archaeological Sites Database of the OMC was collected
within a 2 km radius about the subject property. As a result it was determined that no
archaeological sites related to First Nations activity in the area had been formally
documented.

FEuro-Canadian Settlement:

The Simcoe Supplement in Illustrated Atlas of the Dominion of Canada (1881)
indicates that no dwellings were situated on these Parts of Lot 46, Concessions 9 & 10,
Township of Nottawasaga by that date (see Figure 2).

Summary:

Background research indicates the property has a very high potential for significant
archaeological resources of Native origins based upon the proximity of the property to
potable and navigable sources of water. Background research suggests a low potential for
archaeological resources of Euro-Canadian origins.
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40 ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD ASSESSMENT

4.1 Methodological Approach

Figure 3 of this report illustrates the subject property and the survey methods used to
complete the physical assessment of the subject property. The subject land, which contains
Bear Estate in the north and the Cranberry Marina office in the south, consists of a roughly-
rectangular portion of woodlot and disturbed area, approximately 3.3 hectares in size. The
property is bound on the eastern edge by Cranberry Marina in Georgian Bay, the southern
edge by Harbour Street, and the western edge by Balsam Street. The nearest major
intersection is located at Balsam Street and Highway 26, roughly 100 metres southwest of the
subject property.

The subject property has been severely impacted by landscape modifications
throughout the majority of the lands (roughly 70% of the total area). The grassed landscaped
area which covers the southern half of the property was subject to test-pit survey, which
revealed that that entire area had been disturbed previous to assessment; the soil was
composed of light grey sand, gravel and larger cobble stones, to a depth of approximately 40
cm in parts. The cedar and mixed bush woodlot within the west-central portion, covering
over an approximate quarter of the area, contained undisturbed lands which were subject to
test-pit survey, although evidence of modern garbage dumping was found throughout. Sandy
dark brown topsoil was encountered within the woodlot overlying light grey sandy subsoil,
depths of the test pltS ranged between 19 cm and 34 cm. The grassed landscaped arca north

of the woodlol io the north edge, from the west edge to a set of existing buildings in the east,
was subjoct to test-pit survey, which revealed that that cntire arca had been disturbed
previous to assessment; the soil was composed of light grey sand, pravel and larger cobble
stones. The narrow band of woodlot along the northern boundary of the property contained
13 "*(4553141‘3‘%& fands which were subject o iest-pil survey. Sandy dark brown topsoil was
cncountered within this wooded strip of land G"x:f}ymg ﬂght grey sandy subsoil. Several
structures are located on the property: the existing Cranberry Marins office in the southess
corner and a frame shed associatcd with it, the Bear Esta%c %uhémg and associated gamg; in
{he northeas! corner, and a pump house Inland from the marine docks along the eastern edge.
A wooden fence roughly ?i‘ﬁ%/ijﬂ from the marine office to the cxisting garage, effectively
segregating the docking area to the cast from the former agriculbemal bands to the west. Two
gravel parkmg arcas used fer parking and pathways, arc containcd within the project arca: the

el

firsi 3s connected to Harbour Streel and begins at a large parking amaand then continues

along 3}30 «m;t‘n to-seutheast cdge of the boundary, where it turns north halfway up the
eastern boundary along the docking ares; the second is connected to Balsarm Strect 7
travels through the norihem grassy arca castward to the sct of cxisting buildings,
il veers sou tking area. The driveway area associated with Bear Estate has been
fovelied h gravel pﬁckmg as has the gravel arca north of the marina office.
Addmonaﬂy, new m—gmuﬁé sprinkler and lighting systems have recently impacted the soil
around Bear Estate.

;.a-

e porlions of the propeity which did 5ol consist of previous disturbance were

subjoct 1o physical asscssment on August 3, 2006, and August 16, 2006, consisting of high-

intensity est-plt survey methodology at an mterval of five metres between individual test
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pits. All test pits measured approximately 30 centimetres in diameter and were dug through
the topsoil layer into the underlying subsoil. All excavated carth was screened through 6 mm
(“a inch) wire mesh to ensure that any artifacts contained in the topsoil matrix were
recovered. This assessment was completed in ideal conditions under sunny skies.

4.2 Results

As a result of the physical assessment of the property, no archaeological resources
were encountered. As a result, no further archaeological investigations are recommended for
this portion of the subject property.

5.0 CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

As aresult of the physical assessment, no archaeological resources were encountered.
Consequently, it is recommended that the proposed development be considered cleared of
any further requirement for archaeological work.

However, it must be noted at this time that no archaeological survey, regardless of its
intensity, can entirely negate the possibility of deeply buried cultural material, notably human
interments. In consequence, it is further recommended that should any such remains be
encountered during construction activities, the Regulatory Operations Group, OMC and/or
the Cemeteries Regulation Group of the Ontarioc Ministry of Consumer and Commercial
Relations and AMICK Consultants Limited be contacted immediaicly.
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Table 1 Cultural Chronology for South-Central Ontario
PERIOD GROUP DATE RANGE TRAITS
Palaeo-Indian
Fluted Point 9500-8500 B.C. Big Game hunters
Hi-Lo 8500-7500 B.C. small nomadic groups
Archaic
Early 8000-6000 B.C. hunter-gatherers
Middle Laurentian 6000-2000 B.C. territorial divisions arise
Late Lamoka 2500-1700 B.C. ground stone tools appear
Broadpoint 1800-1400 B.C.
Crawford Knoll 1500- 500 B.C.
Glacial Kame ca. 100 B.C. elaborate burial practices
Woodland
Early Meadowood 1000-400 B.C. introduction of pottery
Red Ochre 1000-500 B.C.
Middle Point Peninsula 400B.C.-500 A.D. long distance trade
Princess Point 500-800 A.D. horticulture
Late Pickering 800-1300 A.D. villages & agriculture
Uren 1300-1350 A.D. larger villages
Middleport 1300-1400 A.D.
Huron 1400-1650 A.D. warfare
Historic
Early Odawa, Ojibwa 1700-1875 A.D. social displacement
Late Euro-Canadian 1785 A.D. + European settlement

AMICK Consultants Limited.
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Figure 3 Plan of the Subject Property and the Archaeological Assessment
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Plate 1 Gravel Path through S Grassed
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Plate 3 Southern Grassed Area facing | Plate 4  South Facade of Cranberl;y
Southeast Marina Office facing North
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Plate S E Facade of Cranberry Marina  Plate 6 Gravel Path along Docks facing

Office with Parking Area facing West South
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Plate 7 Pump House near East Edge of Plate 8 Grassed Area South of Bear
Boundary facing North Estate facing Northeast
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Plate 9 West Facade of Bear Estate with  Plate 10 South F acade of Garage ith
Gravel Driveway facing East Gravel Path facing Northeast
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Plate 11  Gravel Driveway along N Plate 12 N Grassed Area from N of
Edge of Property facing W to Balsam Woodlot facing East
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Plate 13 Woodlot South of N Grassed Plate

14 Test Pit Exdmple fro

Area facing North, Flags Denoting Test Grassed Area showing Disturbance
Pit Locations
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