
 

Town of Collingwood Poet Laureate Position  

Call for Applications 
 

 

Poets with a passion for literary arts and who are willing to act as a champion for poetry and/or 

the spoken word are invited to apply for the position of Collingwood’s second Poet Laureate. 

During a two year term, the Laureate will develop creative projects and produce original works 

that inspire an appreciation for poetry and the literary arts, and encourage new poets of all ages 

and abilities. 

 

Responsibilities 

 Communicate regularly with the Arts and Culture Coordinator of the Town 

 Carry out official duties for a minimum of 15 hours per month  

 Create and deliver projects that engage residents in the power of poetry and help 

develop new poets and writers 

 In cooperation with the Arts and Culture Coordinator, initiate one project that will leave a 

lasting contribution to the community 

 Produce new original works that reflect the area or issues of importance to the 

community (suggested 4/term) 

 Participate or perform at literary and cultural events in Collingwood (suggested 4/year) 

 Prepare a yearly written report of activities and impressions as Poet Laureate 

 Other opportunities as mutually agreed upon  

 

Term and Remuneration 

 The Poet Laureate will be selected for a two year term beginning May 2020 until April 

2022 

 A total honorarium of $7000 for the two year term will be provided for all responsibilities, 

including incidental and travel expenses associated with performing the Poet Laureate’s 

duties. This is payable in two yearly installments. 

 

Eligibility and Selection Criteria 

The Poet Laureate does not have to reside in Collingwood but must demonstrate a connection 

to the culture of the area such as our artistic community, natural surroundings or territory of the 

Saugeen Ojibway Nation. 

 

In addition the Poet Laureate must be: 

 Willing and able to fulfill the responsibilities of the Poet Laureate position and share their 

love of poetry to the community of Collingwood 

 Active in their field, have a body of work (published, self-published or unpublished) that 

demonstrates a level of skill in writing and/or performing poetry and has received peer 

recognition.  



 At least 18 years of age and have reliable transportation 

 

The Town encourages participation from First Nations, Inuit, Métis, Francophone and new 

Canadian writers. Where content reflective of Indigenous peoples may be involved, the Town 

seeks to respect the rights of Indigenous peoples to own and control their heritage, including 

Indigenous images, design, stories and other cultural expression. 

 

Town of Collingwood employees and Collingwood Public Library Board members and 

employees are not eligible. 

 

Selection Process 

Applicants must submit by email to artsandculture@collingwood.ca: 

 Letter of introduction that includes: 

o address and contact information; 

o connection to the culture of the area; 

o availability and interest; 

o evidence of a body of work and recognition; 

o vision and/or theme for the term; 

o brief description of a potential project that will leave a lasting contribution to 

Collingwood. 

 Examples/selections of poetry (not to exceed 6 pages)  

 Resumé  

 

Received applications will be measured against eligibility and selection criteria. Shortlisted 

candidates may be invited to an informal discussion. If no viable candidates are identified 

through the open call, the Town is authorized to invite eligible candidates. 

 

Deadline to apply: Wednesday, March 25, 2020, 4:00 pm. 

 

Intellectual Property 

All writing, notes and original materials produced during the term of the Poet Laureate remain 

property of the individual, who shall retain all right thereto. It is also understood that the Town of 

Collingwood reserves the right to retain copies of such materials for heritage purposes with full 

understanding that the author will be recognized in association with the copied works and the 

copied works will not be used for commercial gain beyond community promotion. 

 

Publicity and Promotion 

The Town of Collingwood will use its communication resources to promote the position of Poet 

Laureate. Town web pages and social media channels will be leveraged. 

 

Contact Information 

Arts and Culture Coordinator 

Parks, Recreation and Culture, Town of Collingwood 

Telephone: 705-444-2500 ext. 3287       Email: artsandculture@collingwood.ca 

mailto:artsandculture@collingwood.ca

