
T   ilsT   ils
Col l ingwood

N E W S L E T T E R  S P R I N G  2 0 1 7

Photo Credit: Nancy Newman

TRAIL CAPTAINS
After several years at the helm, Wayne Caswill has 
retired as leader of the Trail Captains.   At a recent 
Trails Committee meeting, Wayne turned over his 
silver ‘picker-upper’ to new committee appointee, Bob 
MacNair.   Sincere thanks to Wayne for his many years 
of leadership and dedicated help to the maintenance of 
the Collingwood Trails.

Bob MacNair will be contacting the many trail captains 
to review their sections of the trails and get their 
suggestions.

If you would like to be a Trails Captain to look after a 
specific area of the trails, please contact Wendy Martin, 
Parks Manager at wmartin@collingwood.ca

2016 CoNSTRuCTIoN ACTIvITy
our network continued to expand and improve this 
past year was more work was completed:

n A beautiful new boardwalk was added in Harbourview 
Park during the winter months.  This boardwalk is now 
completed and connects to the sections of the Heather 
Pathway already in place.  This wonderful nature walk 

in downtown 
Collingwood is 
a much enjoyed 
part of the Trails 
by residents 
and visitors 
alike.  The new 
boardwalk was 
made possible by 
a very generous 
donation of a 
private donor. 

n The Heritage 
Trail has been 
extended all 
the way along 
Heritage Drive 
to Millennium 
Park near the 
grain elevators.  
This trail extension makes it possible to walk, jog or 
cycle safely to the park.  The Trail was made possible by 
means of a matching grant from the Province, Simcoe 
County and the Town of Collingwood. 

n A trail link was completed from the south end of 
Maple St to Findlay Dr adjacent to the new Notre Dame 
de la Huronie French school.

n When Hwy 26 was repaved and upgraded on the 
west end of Town, the Cranberry Inn Trail was improved 
from Harbour St to Keith St.



WhAT’S AhEAd  
foR 2017!

n Last fall a group 
of Trail Captains and 
Volunteers, started to 
build a boardwalk on 
the Cranberry Marsh 
Trail. Just over 400 
ft. of boardwalk was 
completed.   This 
project primarily 
used lumber that was 
repurposed from the 
old Harbourview Park 
boardwalk.   Work 
parties are organizing 
to complete the boardwalk in 2017.  The first 
section is targeted to be complete by Canada’s 
150th birthday.  

n Extend the Vacation Inn Trail from Cranberry 
Trail West to the new development at Silver Glen 
Preserve just off Hwy 26.

n Pave a section of the Currie Farm Trail.

n Upgrade the Train Trail from the Museum to 
Ontario Street.

400ft section of boardwalk on Cranberry 
Marsh was built by volunteers using  

repurposed lumber from the old 
Harbourview Boardwalk.

Trail Volunteers clearing brush from the Cranberry Marsh Trail  
last September

LINk To BLuE MouNTAIN 
vILLAGE
It has long been an objective to the Trails Committee 
to find a safe-travel link from the Eleventh Line 
to Osler Bluff Road.  This potential link would  
connect to a trail at the Windfall Development, 
ensuring off road access to Blue Mountain Village.    
A study is underway to find and negotiate this link.  
The study is being funded by a Trillium Grant. 

GREAT LAkES  
WATERfRoNT TRAIL
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Collingwood Labyrinth is located in Harbourview Park  
at the north end of Hickory St

The Great Lakes Waterfront Trail (GLWT) 
Expansion is planning a trail from Grand Bend up to 
Manitoulin Island and back down to Collingwood.  
This is the western and southern section of what 
will eventually become the Georgian Bay Cycling 
Route.  

The 2017 phase will end at the Georgian Trail on 
Birch Street in Collingwood.  Future expansions 
will continue through Collingwood to Parry Sound 
to Sudbury.    The Great Lakes Waterfront Trail is 
developed mainly on existing trails.

The Waterfront Regeneration Trust is leading 
this expansion and their focus is on tourism 
development.  Further information can be found 
by linking:

https://www.waterfronttrail.org/georgian-bay-
cycling-route-project
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fEATuRES oN ThE TRAILS
While walking, running, cycling, dog-walking, bird 
watching and enjoying the scenery, take time to 
explore the historical and natural heritage of the 
Town through the many interpretive signs located 
along the trails.

Last season, three new ‘Features on the Trails’ 
signs were added – Shannon’s Bridge (20), Lady 
Elgin Locomotive (29) and the Cranberry Golf 
Clubhouse (30).  All ‘Features” locations are shown 
on the Collingwood Trails Map, 2017-18 Edition.

New ‘Features on the Trails’ will be added this year.  
Anyone interested in sponsoring a sign, please call 
705-444-2500.

SCuLPTuRE AT ThE 
CoLLINGWood 
LAByRINTh

To celebrate the snapping turtle and its involvement 
with the Collingwood Labyrinth a wonderful metal 
sculpture was created by Collingwood artist 
John McCaffery.   A sign was erected to explain 
the connection with the snapping turtle and 
the labyrinth and also to recognise John for his 
generous donation of Florence the Turtle.

n Please be a responsible pet owner, leash your  
 pet and please pick up after you pet.   
 By-law 2012-016

n Remember that e-bikes are NOT allowed on the  
 Trails.  Pedelecs only.  By-Law 2015-077

n Pedestrians always have the right of way

n Cyclists when overtaking please pass on the  
 left and sound a warning devise or bell

TRAILS WEBSITE

Trails website has been updated and now includes 
several ‘circle routes’ with distance and suggested 
walking time noted.  Check it out at 
www.collingwood.ca/trails

TRAILS ETIquETTE The old Stayner Train Station was moved to become the  
Cranberry Golf Course clubhouse.
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NEW TRAILS MAP
New Trails maps for 2017-
2018 have been distributed 
to over 120 local retail stores 
and businesses.   These maps 
are updated and can help 
you plan your trails visit.   

The income from the maps 
and from the advertisers, 
help keep the Collingwood 
Trails up to date and always 
improved; please support 
our advertisers with your 
business.

CuRRENT TRAILS CoMMITTEE

L-R Bob MacNair, Jack Marley, Murray Knowles, 
Parks Mgr. Wendy Martin, Jim Kropf, Committee 

Secretary Monica Gal

Front row George Christie, Louise Watt.   
Absent Bob Miller

Nancy Newman rides her fat tire bike on the  
George Christie Nature Trails last winter

BICyCLE fRIENdLy 
CoMMuNITy BRoNzE 
AWARd

This April Collingwood 
received a Bronze Award as a 
Bike Friendly Community from 
the Share the Road Coalition.  
There are 27 communities in 
Ontario with a Bronze level.  The award requires 
the aggregation of data and information in 
several categories including;

n Engineering: identifying and filling priority  
 gaps in the already extensive trails network
n Education: working with the community to  
 ensure people know how to ride bikes safely  
 and to teach drivers to share the road with  
 cyclists
n Encouragement: hosting a variety of events  
 during Bike Month to make it easy and fun for  
 all residents to get out on their bikes
n Enforcement: Working with the OPP, who  
 patrol the trails and roads, to make cycling a  
 more visible part of the Town’s identity
n Evaluation and Planning: Coordinate  
 information about Active Transportation,  
 such as trail counter data, trail users surveys  
 and economic impact assessments, between  
 all stakeholders to minimize duplication

Naturally, the goal is to move up to a Silver Award.   
Next steps include a meeting to share the report 
with community groups and collaborate with 
them to improve the Town’s score. Some of these 
actions are:

n The Town is working to finalize and  
 implement an Active Transportation   
 Framework
n Continuing to work with both on-road and   
 off-road cycling networks to fill any gaps
n Working with the Parks Dept. to invest in bike  
 and pedestrian use counters to track trends  
 over time
n Consideration of winter maintenance  
 standards for some trails to enable year round  
 use


