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Every year Mr. Larmer's class gets a lesson in historical research with projects focused on the 
biographies of World War I or World War II veterans. Usually, these research projects are turned 
into posters that are displayed at the Collingwood Legion. With COVID 19 restrictions discouraging 
public gatherings, the Collingwood Museum partnered with Mr. Larmer to ensure the posters are 
available in a digital format. 

Mr. Larmer explains the research method for these projects: 

“We are a grade 6/7 class. Usually we walk down to the cenotaph and look at all the names and 

discuss that these monuments all are in places of importance in every community around the 

country. We start by watching a few of the For King and Empire series. We then pick names and 

start to work our way through a number of the Canadian Government websites. Canadian Virtual 

War Memorial, Library and Archives of Canada. We have access to the military records for each 

soldier. We then have to try and read hand written documents which is a new experience. Some of 

the people are hard to track down and if that is the case I reach out to Carole Stuart at the Public 

Library and see if I can go through her records which includes newspaper articles from the day. It is 

pretty cool what we find and over the years we have been able to tell a pretty cool story about our 

community. We also contact Don Wilcox at the Legion and he has been a huge help with us 

growing our projects over time. He has a really neat story too about his service. Melissa has been a 

huge help in getting us started on these websites from a number of years ago. It is a great way to 

get kids to look at credible websites.” 
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Allan Cyril Gray
Born 1890 

 Death December 
29, 1918



Facts
 
Allan died of influenza or Spanish flu 
December 29, 1918. He had just been 
married to Daise La Rush in June of  1918? 
Allan was born in England and came to 
Canada at a later date. Allan enlisted in the 
Air Force at some point and had been 
serving at Base Borden in Angus.  



 

Allan  died in a  hospital in Toronto December 29, 1918.He was 
admitted to hospital on December 24  and 4 days later, he was 
dead. He was afflicted with  Influenza which was a pandemic in 
1918 to 1920. Spanish Influenza was responsible for 50 to 100 
million deaths worldwide.Allan is buried in the  Trinity United 
Cemetery in Collingwood. 

Investigation



Reflection
Allan sacrificed his life to serve in the war as a 
pilot in the RAF. Even though he died in Toronto 
after his discharge  in 1918. It is sad that he just 
got married and then was infected with Influenza. 
He is a hero because he was willing to go into 
such a terrible conflict. We are not sure if he 
made it overseas to serve but to lose his life and 
future to the pandemic is tragic.





By: Grant Sargeant

           Major Edward Lewin Knight         
        Born: April 23, 1882 

               Death: Sept: 26, 1916 
                By: Grant Sargeant



Person, Birth, and Childhood
Edward Lewin Knight, was born on April 23, 1882 in Collingwood, Ontario and 
grew up in Collingwood aswell.



Adult Life (family, education, work)
During the adult life Edward had a wife named Margaret Allan of Durham, Ontario.

He was married, but didn’t have any kids. He worked as an engineer and 
Superintendent for bridges. This would mean he had a great education and was 
wealthy enough to attend school when he was younger.   



Military (where signed up, where served, where buried       
and died)

Edward already had military experience because he served in the South African 
war from 1899-1902. Then, he signed up for WW1 on February 24, 1915 in 
Toronto, Ontario. He served in Europe for the Eatons Motor Machine Gun Battery 
Battalion. Unfortunately, Edward  died on September 26, 1916 during The Battle of 
The Somme. He is buried in Bapaume Post Military Cemetery, in France. 



Investigation
Edward Lewin Knight was serving in Europe during 1916 at Zeller, Hessian near 
Courcelette, France. He was hit by a high explosive shell by the Germans. He 
made the ultimate sacrifice on September 26,1916 during The Somme when he 
and 2 others officers were sitting outside of a headquarters dugout when a high 
explosive shell instantaneously killing them. 



Reflection 
I feel like Edward’s sacrifice was a sad tragic ending. He was just talking to his 
fellow soldiers and then, a explosive shell hits them killing them instantly. The 
sacrifice was important, because he was a Major and Majors are important to the 
military. Because they help out with higher staffs and headquarters, and 
commands in Combat Service and Service support units. Personally, I think that 
with Edward’s sacrifice I don’t think that I would be able to do it because I would 
be scared and wouldn’t even bother being in the war. Edward is a hero. Because 
this guy served in the South African war and WW1. Whilst sacrificing his life for his 
fellow soldiers. He already had a military experience so he went to WW1 leaving 
his wife to go to help this country again for the second time.  



Links to the Websites I used
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-me
morial/detail/523903 
http://www.canadiangreatwarproject.com/searches/soldierDetail.asp?Id=33399 
https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.item/?op=pdf&app=CEF&id=B5224-S018 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/523903
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/523903
http://www.canadiangreatwarproject.com/searches/soldierDetail.asp?Id=33399
https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.item/?op=pdf&app=CEF&id=B5224-S018


Ernest Bassett Free

By sophia



The birth
Of Ernest Bassett Free

Free, was born january 3rd 1897. He 
was born in Collingwood Ontario. He 
was probably born in the comfort of his 
own home, due to the fact that people 
typically had home births back then, 
and he apparently didn't have a proper 
birth certificate, according to his paper 
documents of him not being able to 
provide a birth certificate. He had 
grown up in Collingwood and moved to 
Toronto in his late teens. Later, he 
signed up for battle, a day after his 
birthday, (January 4th) which to me is 
very sad. There's not much more about 
his birth.



The 
childhood

Of Ernest Bassett Free

Ernest had a relatively  normal 
childhood, he grew up in Collingwood 
with his mother, and he was an only 
child. He moved to Toronto when he 
was roughly 17 years old. He signed up 
for the war in Toronto, 2 years later. It 
isn't confirmed what happened to his 
father, though he is assumed dead. He 
did not have a stepfather of any sort, 
either so he was raised fully and solely 
by his mother.



The adult 
life

Of Ernest Bassett Free

Ernest was a single man, when he 
signed up for war, his only family was 
his mother. His current job at the time 
he had signed up for war, was an 
assistant book-keeper at an unknown 
library. He did not list anything about 
his education on his documents, but if I 
had to guess what he would have gone 
to school for I would guess 
book-keeping.



The 
military 
details

Of Ernest Bassett Free

Ernest Bassett Free, signed up for the 
military in Toronto Jan 4th, 1916. He 
was a Sergeant for most of his time in 
the military, he would help train other 
soldiers, teaching them how to use 
certain types of guns, mainly,  machine 
guns. He actually denied a promotion, 
so that he could fight in France, and 
was transferred to the 18th battalion.. 
He died on Oct 11, 1918, all that I could 
find with the suggested websites, was 
that he died in action. He was buried in 
Iwuy Communal Cemetery France.



Biography 
worksheet

Of Ernest Bassett Free

Ernest,  fought in the war from 
1916-1918, he died oct 11th, so if he 
had just survived exactly one more 
month, he could've survived. He worked 
in assisting people use machine guns, 
he sacrificed his life to help others 
learn. I think that  even going to the war 
in the first place, was his ultimate 
sacrifice. Ernests goal was to help 
others survive, and to help win, by 
teaching others to use machine guns.



The 
Reflection

Of Ernest Bassett Free

He sacraficed his life, and a promotion 
to help others learn, and to help win the 
war. I think his sacrifice was important, 
because he saved lives, by teaching 
people how to use machine guns, if 
someone didn't know how, they might 
have accidentally shot themselves, or a 
teammate, or not know how to turn it 
on etc.I think Ernest went to war, 
because he wanted to help, and he 
knew that this was something he had 
to do for his and other countries.



Thank you for watching!



Ernest
Podmore

Born
March,20

1889

Died
August,

8
1918



Facts 
Ernest Podmore died in the battle of Amiens by enemy 

machine gun fire while taking part in an attack on 
Beaucourt. Ernest was 29 when he died on August, 8,1918 
3 months before the end of the war and he was buried in 

the Beaucourt British Cemetery in Voie Communale la 
Ruelle, France.



Childhood And Adult Life

Ernest Podmore was born in Stoke on Trent, England and 
moved to Collingwood and lived on 24 market street.



Investigation
Ernest signed up in Collingwood Ontario. He 

served in the 54th battalion and he is buried in the 
Beaucourt British Cemetery in Voie Communale la 

Ruelle, France. Ernestdied on August 8th, 1918 
just three months before the end of the war.



Reflection 
I would never be able to do what Ernest did 

because he died by enemy machine gun fire so 
he most likely had to walk up to the German line 
and was caught in a hail of fire. That must have 
been so hard for him because he already fought 

for 3 Years. I think he went because they 
thought it would be an adventure. Everyone in 
any war is a hero and very brave. I would be 

way too scared to do any of this. 



Frank Samuel Occomore

Born: January 24th, 
1890
Madoc, Ontario

Died: October 1st, 1918
Unknown Causes



Facts:

Frank Occomore was born on January 24th 1890 in Madoc, Ontario. Madoc is 
about halfway between Toronto and Ottawa. The Occomore parents Frank 
Occomore Sr. and Grace née Tucker soon moved to Collingwood, Ontario when 
Frank Samuel Occomore moved to a suburb of Edmonton, Alberta. Occomore was 
a Student of Medicine when he enlisted on March 7th 1916. 



Military:

Occomore and his military squadron the 52nd squadron became part of the Royal 
Air Force when the Royal Flying Corps merged with the Royal Naval Air Service 
on 1 April 1918, the squadron remained a reconnaissance through the merge. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Naval_Air_Service


Military

Occomore was a 2nd Lieut in the 52nd squadron of the RAF when he was killed 
of most likely he was shot down flying reconnaissance on October 1st 1918. He 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) for outstanding bravery during 
a Mission flight. The DFC is the single most awarded medal in the allied 
military forces. He is buried in Pas-de-Calais, France. 



Reflection

The sacrifice Occomore made was extremely important to the war effort because 
he was one of the  junior officers who was killed during the war. He also was 
important due to the fact he was awarded the DFC in which I deduce means he 
did something extremely important in his time as a RAF. 



Gertrude, Sarah, 
Andrews

Birth August 10, 1874
Death June 22,  1922  



Birth and Family 
Gertrude, Sarah, Andrews, was born in Port 

Dalhousie Ontario on August, 10th, 1874. She 
has a mom (name unknown) and a dad Mr S. 
D. Andrews who was a notable shipbuilder, 2 
brothers William and Dave Andrews and 4 

sisters (names unknown)  



Investigation 
Gertrude passed away on June, 22, 1922, at the age of 43. 

Although she survived the war she sadly passed from  
Cancer.  She is now buried in St. Mary's Roman Catholic 

Cemetery Collingwood Ontario. Gertrude was highly 
recognised by the French Government for her 

distinguishing decoration of Croix and Merit for heroic 
services on battlefields of France. She received a Clorox 
an Marit Decoration which was bestowed upon her on 
behalf of the government by monsieur Ponsot, Consul 

General of Canada.



            
 She enlisted by volunteering in 
London England on December 
13 1917.  She went overseas, in 
December 1914 with the group 
of Queen Alexandra nursing 
sisters and afterwards 
transferred to the Canadian 
Corps. 

Facts



Reflection 

I think she went to the war to serve our country. 
She is a hero because she helped all the hurt and 
sick people in the war so they could go and fight 
for us.  Her sacrifice was very important because it 
helped our country , and I think I would never be 
able to do what she did it is so difficult so it shows 
she's a real hero. Even though she died 4 years 
after the year it was so important to her that she 
wanted a military head stone.



Bibliography 

Nursing Sister Gertrude Sarah Andrews :: CGWP Record Detail
cgwp.uvic.ca › detail

1. Cached

https://cgwp.uvic.ca/detail.php?pid=836634
https://cgwp.uvic.ca/detail.php?pid=836634
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:QpeVBFld1YEJ:https://cgwp.uvic.ca/detail.php%3Fpid%3D836634+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=ca


Hugh Robert Sharpe
May 12,1890

March 30,1918

By grayden cummings



Birth and death
Hugh Robert Sharpe was born in Singhampton

 on May 12,1890 and 

sadly died in March 30,1918 during the First 

World War.



This is the Roclincourt military 

grave site where Hugh Robert Sharpe

Is buried. It is located in France. He was killed in 
acton in the trenches

West of Oppy. 



His unit was the Canadian Infantry and 

his service number was 

642768.He was in the 75 battalion and he was 

around 25 years old at the time of enlistment. 



Attestation 

Hugh robert sharpe  wrote the answers to all of 
the questions on his attestation papers which 
means that he was educated. Sharpe signed up 
for the war in Collingwood Ontario and signed up 
around 1915.



Reflecton 

I don't think that i would be able to do what he 
and thousands of other men and women did to 
protect their country. Hugh had a brother who 
was a few years younger than him but both of 
them died in World War One. I can only imagine 
how sad their mother and father must have felt to 
lose two children in the war.



J.R. ORR













http://doingourbit.ca/profile/john-orr
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/185849?John%20Richard%20Orr
https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.item/?op=pdf&app=CEF&id=B7488-S001
https://cgwp.uvic.ca/detail.php?pid=38681


J.W. Habgood
By: Sam Clarke



J.W. Habgood also known as John Wesley Habgood was born on 
September 18th, 1899 in Batteaux Ontario.

Birth



He lived in Nottawa Ontario when he signed up for the war in 
1916.

War



J.W. Habgood was a butcher, he was not married.
Adult



Sadly on August 9th, 1918 at age 20 J.W. Habgood, 
regimental number: 642687 of the 75th battalion died of 

wounds around The Battle Of Amiens. He is buried at Mont 
Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport, France

Death



Investigation

I believe he was serving in the Battle Of Amiens when he died 
because his date of death was on August 9. 1918 and The 
Battle Of Amiens was from August 8 To August 11, 1918. He 
was buried near where it happened in the Mont Huon Military 
Cemetery, Le Treport, France. The Battle Of Amiens was the 
first battle to start the 100 day offence.



Reflection

I think J.W. Habgoods sacrifice was very brave, this war was 
very sad for everyone and he sacrificed his life to help 
Canada end the war. I know I could not sign up for the war, I 
don't think I have the courage to fight. I believe he went 
looking for a fun adventure but that's not what happened.



Bibliography
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx

https://www.cwgc.org

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.cwgc.org
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng


     James Howard Telfer
        Born October 19, 1889 Died July 19, 1916
 

by.Ben



Facts

He was born and raised in Collingwood Ontario.
His childhood home was at 72 Pine street. James had a twin brother 
(William) that was also killed in World War One. They also had a farm 
which was on Campbell Street.  He was a skilled hockey player 
according to the local newspaper.James was a watchmaker and student 
before he enlisted. He enlisted in Collingwood on September 20th, 1915. 
He arrived overseas on December 12th, 1915. On April 27th he was taken 
on strength with the Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry( PPCLI ) 
James joined the unit June 6,1916 in the field. James was killed a month 
later. 



Investigation

James was fighting in the Ypres area July 19,1916 when it 
was reported that he died from wounds received in the 
field. James is buried at the Railway Dugouts Burial 
Ground in France. His death occurred just a couple 
weeks after the major battle in  the Somme River Valley 
began. James' twin brother William was killed less than a 
year later on the first day of the Canadian offensive on 
Vimy Ridge. 



Reflection

I think the sacrifice that James made was very important to 
our country. He served our country with honor and 
bravery.James fought for Canada so we could have peace in 
our world. If I served in  World War One I could never do it. I'm 
really scared to even get shot by a gun or see a gun pointing 
at me. I can't believe how they did it, they are true heroes.I 
think James  is a hero because he would always think about 
everyone else and he's just was a hero to me and I could never 
do that.



Joseph Albert Brandon

By: Beatrice





Investigation

On October 21, 1917 Joseph Albert Brandon WAS shot 

in his right thigh from a shrapnel bullet and died 

the next day October 22, 1917 during the battle of 

Passchendaele (October to November 1917). He was 

only 29 when he died. He had 2 parents and he had a 

wife but no children.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/172iYLe-4dlM5UdqBVd0N4di1_pIsTlOj
x2qX5GjTlL8/edit
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1IjfSiT9faiMlHotChLtumpB-KUaAZADs
88pppMPPLcM/edit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/172iYLe-4dlM5UdqBVd0N4di1_pIsTlOjx2qX5GjTlL8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/172iYLe-4dlM5UdqBVd0N4di1_pIsTlOjx2qX5GjTlL8/edit
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1IjfSiT9faiMlHotChLtumpB-KUaAZADs88pppMPPLcM/edit
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1IjfSiT9faiMlHotChLtumpB-KUaAZADs88pppMPPLcM/edit


Facts

His wife was born in Collingwood and he  enlisted  in Collingwood on April 17, 
1916. Joseph was 5 feet 8 inches and he was 28 when he decided to join the 

army. He is buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium. He was born on March 
17, 1888 in Alliston, Ontario. In  November of 1916 he shipped out to Europe and was 
taken on strength in Willey  England before he was deployed to France in December of 
1916.



Reflection

I think that after studying this man and how he sacrificed his life to save Canada 
made me feel how he felt during the war. 



      Thankyou



Lawrence Richard Hartley
Oct 8 1896-Aug 15 1917



                     Facts of lawrence hartley
Oct 8  1896 - August 15 1917

Place of birth: Wigan England

Location of death: Lens France

Service number: 642685

 Division:75 BN

Date of enlistment: Dec 31, 1915

Place of enlistment: Collingwood Ontario



                              Facts.
  Lawrence Hartley’s childhood and adulthood

Lawrence Hartley was born 
in Wigan England, he grew 
up in Collingwood Ontario 
but his house location is 
unknown.

Lawrence Hartley 
worked in the shipyard 
in Collingwood Ontario 
building ships until he 
signed up for the war.



                                 Attestation papers 

Death circumstances.



                            Investigation 
                    Death circumstances

Died in Lens France  near hill 70,after the battle of Vimy 
Ridge and before the third battle of Ypres.( Passchendaele).

Lawrence Hartley was missing in action then presumed dead.

His body was never found so he is on the Vimy Memorial. 



Thank you for your service 
Lawrence Hartley for your 
service in the Great War

By: Nate M

Lest we forget the 
soldiers of ww1



Lester Harvey Stork

                    Sept 29, 1894 to 1918 Aug 9                                                                                                                    



Birth and  family

He was born 1894 September 29th 
Ivy Ontario. He lived in Batteau 
Ontario. His parents, Mrs. A.E 
Stork  and Mr. Harvey Stork  lived 
in Batteau Ontario.

                                                                                                       



Facts of Lester Harvey Stork

- He was a single  labourer

-  He had blue eyes and brown hair 

- Place of birth Ivy Ontario   

- 4th  battalion 

- 5FT 6 ½  that was average for that time

 



Attestation   and
Enlistment  

He enlisted in  
Valcartier Quebec 
1914 Sept 23.     

  



Investigation of death and Cemetery 

He was in almost Canada and died in Amiens(including the Somme , Vimy , Ypres , 
Amiens) .He was wounded in all of them but eventually died of wounds he received in 
Amiens as apart of the 4 Battalion in August 8,1918 . He was buried in the Bouchoir New 
British Cemetery , France , just near Amiens.  



Reflection

Lester Harvey Stork was one of many canadian  soldiers that went through living hell in 
war , Lester was in Ypres and got gunshot wound there and survived the gruesome 
fight.Just a year later he was in the Somme going through  everything again and surviving 
a gunshot wound  again. Next he was in the legendary battle of Vimy Ridge then got 
wounded in the face and survived .But the true fighter died of wounds in Amiens he only 
had to hold on for 4 month and he would be free to go from this war.



In loving memory of Lester Harvey 
Stork A true canadian soldier .

By Trevin balasuriya



Lionel Hector Carmichael

By Prabir Shukla



Birth

Lionel Hector Carmichael was born on September 
29, 1896. He was born in Collingwood, Ontario. 
Lionel Hector Carmichael died on March 9, 1922 
after WW1. He enlisted on December 3rd, 1915. 
He was 6 foot 1 inch when he signed up. He was not 
married and happily single. Lionel Carmichael was 
buried in the Collingwood Presbyterian Cemetery.



Adult Life

Mr. Carmichael’s(Lionel’s dad) name was William 
and his wife, Elizabeth. His dad was still alive at the 
time he signed up. He was 19 and weighed 175 
pounds. Never vaccinated. 



Military(where signed up, served, 
buried, what day he died)

Lionel Carmichael died on March 9, 1922. He was a Private which is 
the lowest rank and survived the whole war. He served 2 months for 
the 20th CEF. He had blue eyes and brown hair. He was paid around 
$25 per month. CEF stands for Canadian Expeditionary Force and his 
division was 4th Btn. He was embarked from Canada to Liverpool. He 
was not insured but was examined November 15th, 1915. His local unit 
was 1st C.O.R.D. He was in the army and was a draughtsman. He 
suffered from shell shock hardly and died from a lung disease in 1922. 
Shell shock is a feeling when your shocked but in a bad way.



Investigation

My guy, Lionel served in the army for the 4th Btn. He 
survived the war and I think the most ultimate sacrifice 
he made was going to the war and SURVIVING it. He had 
been overseas for 18 months. They lived on Sixth street. 
He was seven months in France, four in the trenches and 
three in the hospital suffering from gas. One of his 
brothers was a Prisoner in Germany, another in England 
and another in France. 



Reflection (1)

I think Lionel made a very good sacrifice which he 
shouldn’t regret. Just one person going to war to 
fight for their country is one person who really 
belongs and should be known to this country. This 
sacrifice is really important to me and I most 
definitely couldn’t make that sacrifice. ESPECIALLY 
when I am 19. To me, I think Lionel went to fight for 
his country and for the adventure. He is one special 
man.



Reflection (2)
Another big risk in my opinion that he made was he 
fought in the battles of Vimy, Fresnoy and Lens. It says 
in this one article that the second night he went into the 
trenches, he developed pain across his back from 
shoulder to shoulder. He was sent to a hospital and had 
to stay there for seven weeks. This was around a year 
before the war ended and after, he was well developed 
and fairly nourished. It was the greatest difficulty that 
he can stoop to pick anything from the floor.



                           Born: June 5 1890
    Death: June 27 1918

By Sophia Robinson

Mae Belle Sampson



Facts
She was the daughter of Hugh and Flora Sampson and had 
three brothers two sisters .She went to school at Hamilton 
city  .She worked as a private nurse for a year she was killed 
June 27, 1918 .She enlisted in Quebec September 21 she is 
listed on the Halifax Memorial in Nova Scotia Canada.She is 
on  there because she was lost at sea. What do you think of 
the sacrifice that Mae Belle Sampson made? I think the 
sacrifice Mae Belle made was very brave. 
 



Bibliography

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/can
adian-virtual-war-memorial/Detail/4021737



investigation

 The ship she was on sank 70 miles from the Irish 
coast. She served on a hospital ship named 
theLlandovery Castle. The ship was sunk by  a 
German U-boat and 16 of the nursing sisters took to 
the lifeboats. The U boat surfaced and fired on the  
lifeboats killing  Mae Sampson and the others. This 
war crime led to outrage in Canada.



Reflection

 I think the sacrifice Mae Belle made was very brave.Yes I think 
her sacrifice was very important because she was a nurse in the 
war to save lives and help wounded people. Her mission was to 
ease the suffering of all those that served in a terrible conflict. 
Her unselfishness is a tribute to her character.



            Robert Gilpin
By: zephie

May 4th 1890                     
-November 4 
1915



Facts
Adult life.

As an adult his father Robert Gilpin  Lived in Collingwood Ontario and 
his father was next of kin. His career before becoming a soldier was 
working as a drug clerk. In his files, he was described to have hazel 
eyes and brown hair, he was not married. From his pay, Robert assigned 
$20 a month to be sent to his mother.. This is approximately as much 
information as I could find about his adult life.



Investigation
Around 3:30 o’clock whilst taking part in the operations in the vicinity of Messines

He was hit by a shrapnel from an enemy shell, his left leg being badly smashed 
and his lung penetrated. His wounds were immediately dressed by the Battalion 
medical officer, he was removed to No. 3 Canadian Field Ambulance, where he  
succumbed to his wounds shortly after. 

He was buried in the Maple Leaf 

Cemetery in Belgium.

He was also mentioned in dispatches.

He was  killed around the battle of ypres He was killed Nov. 
4th 1915





Reflection

I think the sacrifice he made was a big one because he willing to give up 
everything to serve his country. It is Such a hard choice to make and the fact 
that he died to help other people have freedom is just. Wow. I don’t even 
know if I could handle something like that, it would be the weight of the world 
you are carrying on your shoulders. I honestly do think he was a hero 
because he was willing to lose his  life to save others. This  is being pure 
hearted, I don’t know why he went but from researching this presentation all I 
know is that he was a great man. And the sacrifice he made was probably the 
hardest choice he ever made.



First battle of Ypres



      Roy Niddrie Perry
Born August 1 1894

Died September 28 1917

BY: Lilah 
Mcloughlin



               Facts       
 Roy Perry was born in Creemore on August 1st, 1897.  He lived in 
Collingwood with his parents, James and Lucinda Perry and his Sister.  He 
worked at the Collingwood Shipyards as a Sailor.  He was not married.  On 
January 8th, 1916 he signed up for the war in Collingwood Ontario. One 
year later, he was serving in Noeux les mines France, then he died of shell 
gas and wounds. On September 28th, 1917 at age 23 he passed away.  

The Collingwood 
shipyards in 
1915/1916 



       Investigation
Roy died on September 28th, 1917 while fighting in Noeux les mines France. 
He was seriously injured in Noeux les mines and then he was taken to 
Passchendaele. Then in Passchendaele on September 28, Roy passed away. 
Roy is buried in the Barlin Communal Cemetery in Pas de Calais France. 
Roy was buried just prior to the the battle of Passchendaele.        

Pas De Calais 
France Communal 
Cemetery 



          Reflection
Roy Perry served in the war because he wanted to have peace and no more 
war like every other person. Roy was brave, strong and honored his country.  
A lot of people fought their best and tried their hardest to do there 
Country good. Roy’s family should be very proud of him. I personally would 
not be able to fight in the war I would just want to go home.  

Passchendaele trenches  
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Thomas Joseph Sharpe
                    Born : October 08 1897

Death : August 09 1918

By Jayme Long
    



                Facts/Adult life

Thomas Joseph Sharpe was born on october 08 1897. He was the 
youngest child out of all his 8 siblings. His oldest sibling was 
named Maggie and she was 18 when he was just born. They were 
born on a family farm near Duntroon. He enlisted in Collingwood 
on January 08, 1916 two weeks before his older brother Hugh 
Robert Sharpe.  Tom and Hugh enlisted in the 157th overseas 
battalion from Central Ontario.



Investigation 

Thomas Joseph Sharpe Died on August 09, 1918.  He was buried in Le 
Quesnel Communal Cemetery Extension in France right around the 
time of the battle Amiens.  Toms brother Hugh was killed 10 days 
after he wrote this letter and Tom was killed in action five months 
later.



Pictures



Reflection

I think Thomas Joseph Sharpe participated in the war because he 
wanted to serve his Country and give others freedom.  I would never 
be able to be in this situation/war like him or even be as risky as him. 
I would be to scared . He is so inspiring that people will hear about 
him and will probably help others  the same way he did.  We probably 
all enjoy listening about him because he  is so kind and caring!!!

Rest in peace Thomas Joseph Sharpe
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    R.I.P Thomas

By: Jayme Long 



William Lorne 
Carmichael
By: Mila Bandrowski



Birth:

William Lorne Carmichael was born on August 4th, 1894 in 
Creemore Ontario. He was the son of Catherine and Donald 
Carmichael. Lorne Carmichael also has a brother named Daniel 
who he wrote down as his “next of kin” on his Attestation 
papers. Here is a picture of some of his papers:



Childhood:

When William Lorne Carmichael was a child he umm…

Well I mean, when you go off to fight in the war they don’t 
really ask you what your life was like as a child and that’s 
probably why I couldn’t find any information about Lorne 
Carmichael’s childhood.



Adult Life:

William Lorne Carmichael was a bank 
clerk before he went overseas to fight 
for his country in england, He wasn’t 
married either. He signed his 
attestation papers on September 8th, 
1916 in Saskatoon Saskatchewan. His 
apparent age was 22 years old (I don’t 
know how old he really was) he was 5 
feet 10 inches tall, his girth was 
30-35 inches and he had blue 
eyes/brown hair. He also looked good 
in his uniform 



Military Investigation:

When William Lorne Carmichael died he was buried at the 
Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery Extension. Mazingarbe is a 
small town located in between two larger cities, one called 
Lens and one called Bethune. Lorne Carmichael was killed in 
action on August 17th, 1917. Someplace near “Hill 70” he was 
killed by an explosive shell (a common grenade) and was 
killed instantly. He also died only 14 days after his 23 
birthday (according to his apparent age).



Reflection:
If I could go back in time to World War One and stand there 
in the battles watching through the lenses of one of the 
people there: I’d probably pee my pants. Seriously though,I 
bet that anyone that was there would tell you that they were 
worried for at least a second that they might get sniped in 
the head or something;“It was pretty awful” they might say 
or they might not want to talk about it at all. I bet that 
all of them had to pull through the pain that they felt when 
they watched one of their friends die. That’s why I wouldn’t 
want to talk about it, but I’m sure if you asked why they 
went they would tell you that they did what they thought was 
right for their country.



Bonus:

William Lorne Carmichael had a dentist sheet that showed a 
diagram of about 64 teeth on it. Someone seemed to have 
scratched off about 13 of the teeth with a red pen though 
which I am guessing means that he lost 13 teeth throughout 
his life. 



Conclusion:

In the end, William Lorne Carmichael  may seem like just 
another of the many soldiers that were sent out overseas to 
go and fight for their country. It doesn’t matter if you 
were the one that died on the boat that was taking you to 
Europe, or the one that came back home and survived. 
Everyone that even signed up to go to the war did their part 
in serving for their country. Even if you stayed home 
milking cows or tending for the sick, you still helped do 
your part to stand for your country and that is why I think 
that everyone no matter what made the ultimate sacrifice 
back in World War One. 



William R. 
Sheffield
1883-1923



      Birth

William R. Sheffield was born on the 20 of February, in  
1883. He was born in Collingwood,Ontario. Approximately 
28 years before the Archduke Ferdinand of Austria was 
assassinated, starting world WW1. 



Childhood

William R. Sheffield was raised in Collingwood, Ontario. 
Not a lot could be found about him, knowing he was 
Drafted and they didn’t need that type of information on 
his childhood. He eventually moved to London, Ontario, to 
become a cook.



Military

William R. Sheffield was Drafted in London,Ontario. He 
then went over to fight in the Canadian Expeditionary 
force. He fought on the western Front of the war. William R. 
Sheffield was very lucky because he survived the war. 
However, he was quite scarred from his war experience.



Draft Document

Since at the time you were 

Segregated by your race, 

William R. Sheffield did not have the 

choice to go to war, therefore, he 

was drafted instead.



Investigation

Since William R. Sheffield survived the great war, he did 
not need to make the ultimate sacrifice. So when he came 
home life seemed to be normal as a cook, until sadly three 
years later he died from inhaling mustard gas, ironically,  
which was used in the First World War. A picture could not 
be found on William R Sheffield’s grave. William was in the 
2nd construction battalion that was a segregated unit. He 
suffered from various medical illnesses while in service. 
Shell shock was evident in his medical records.



William R. Sheffield did not have a wife, or kids, so he 
was a single man with epilepsy. It is  said that He frequently 
suffered from a variety of ailments. He also often 
hallucinated and denied he was. Serving in France had a 
lasting impact on him.



Reflection

I think that when William R. Sheffield went to war it was 
a huge sacrifice. Especially that he didn’t get to choose. He 
also survived, making those years a permanent scar. I think 
that his sacrifice was very important, because even though 
he didn’t carry a gun , he helped and did so much helping 
wounded soldiers. I think that his sacrifice was very 
important, because how could it not be?



William R. Sheffield’s sacrifice was SUPER important, 
because he risked his life without anything to protect him 
from the dangers of war. I do not think in  a million years, I 
could make that sacrifice. I think that William R. Sheffield is 
a total hero. He went to WW1 without his consent. And he 
survived helping people along the way. 



Let us All remember the sacrifices people made during 
the War. Also William R. Sheffield, who survived one of life's 
greatest challenges. 

                     

     Thank you 



                            William Telfer  
Born: October 19, 1889 
Death: April 9, 1917  

  

William lived at 72 Pine Street in 
Collingwood Ontario. 



 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 

 

                                                                      Facts 
 

 
  

William and James were born October 19, 
1889. They had a house on 72 Pine Street 
in Collingwood Ontario. They also had a 



family farm, the Thurso farm was named 
after the place in Scotland where the family 
came from. The farm was located on the 
south side of Campbell street.  
William was a clerk, he wasn't married. He 
enlisted in Winnipeg August 30, 1915.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 William enlisted in Winnipeg . William. He 
served with the Princess Patricia Canadian 
Light Infantry (PPCLI). He is barred at LA 
CHAUDIERE MILITARY CEMETERY, 
VIMY.  
 
 



 
 
 
                                       INVESTIGATION 
 
Attacking together for the first time, the four 
Canadian divisions stormed the ridge at 
5:30am on 9 April 1917. More than 15,000 
Canadian infantry overran the Germans all 
along the front. Incredible bravery and 
discipline allowed the infantry to continue 
moving forward under heavy fire, even 
when their officers were killed.There were 
countless acts of sacrifice, as Canadians 
single-handedly charged machine-gun 
nests or forced the surrender of Germans in 
protective dugouts. Hill 145, the highest and 
most important feature of the Ridge. William 



was killed on the first day of the attack on 
Vimy Ridge April 9, 1917.  
 
Reflection 
 
I think the sacrifice William made was 
important in serving our country and saving 
lives. We should all respect everyone who 
served our country. Yes, I could  sacrifice 
my life because I would try and respect the 
values that my fellow soldiers had for each 
other. They had a shared experience and 
knew what each other was going through. I 
think my soldier was a hero because he 
fought for other lives.  
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