
Barbara and David, by their own admission, are relative
newcomers to Collingwood, arriving from Newmarket in 2013.
What drew them to Collingwood was its walkability, extensive
open space system, transit, health services, and four-season
recreational appeal. They have found a community of good
friends and committed volunteers from the Collingwood
Horticultural Society/Collingwood Garden Club and other
organizations, all of whom also cherish Collingwood. 

Since joining the Collingwood Garden Club in 2014 they have
helped grow the membership, expanded outreach, civic
improvements, and gardening initiatives. They have assisted with
collaborations with other non-profits in gardening endeavours,
including staff at Collingwood Collegiate Institute, Pollinate
Collingwood, Home Horizons, and Breaking Down Barriers.

The jewel in the crown for Barb and David is the Collingwood
Arboretum. They are following in the footsteps of many current
and past volunteers with the Society/Club to develop and
maintain the Arboretum. Most days from April to November,
Barb and David can be found in the Arboretum, planning future
improvements and plantings, working with other volunteers and
professionals to maintain and expand the garden areas,
ensuring the health of the Arboretum’s trees and shrubs and
along with others, acting as ambassadors to visitors and
residents who frequent the Arboretum. 
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Order Recipient Mary Lou Dunn

There are many facets of Mary Lou’s volunteer work. She is on
the Board of Directors for the Georgian Good Food Box (GGFB)
and the Collingwood and District Historical Society (CDHS). Mary
Lou is also involved with All Saints’ Anglican Church as president
of the Anglican Church Women and on the cemetery committee
for All Saints’ cemetery.

 Mary Lou’s work with GGFB includes organizing all the drivers
who deliver boxes to Collingwood families and maintaining
records for the Collingwood branch of the Georgian Good Food
Box. At meetings of CDHS, Mary Lou helps with visual
technology and research. With her church, she maintains a
digital map of the cemetery, handles genealogy requests, and
documents funerals and deaths. Her research for the church
archives inspired a 425-page book about the history of the
church and some early history of the Town of Collingwood. Mary
Lou also finds the time to organize the food outreach for funeral
receptions at church. In her spare time, she crochets prayer
shawls which are taken to the nursing homes in the area. 

 



Order Recipient 
Katie Pereira Prebble

When Katie’s son Lincoln was stillborn in 2018 she funneled her
energy and filled her days with fundraising for the Collingwood
General and Marine Hospital. Katie titled her initiative Links Of
Love in honour of her son Link. After experiencing loss
firsthand, Links Of Love successfully raised enough money to
purchase a Cuddle Cot for the hospital. A Cuddle Cot is a
cooling bed that gives families the gift of time as it keeps the
babies preserved long enough for the families to say their
goodbyes. Without a Cuddle Cot the babies decline very rapidly. 

In 2019 Links Of Love hosted an event that raised funds for a
local mother who was going through cancer treatments. Since
2018 Links Of Love has hosted many auctions and events and
has successfully raised and donated over $10,000, to the
Collingwood hospitals obstetrics unit. Links Of Love has also
hosted a Teddy bear drive for the Collingwood hospital’s
smallest patients.  Katie has also become a contact for families
who have lost their children, providing them with resources,
support, and in many cases, a lasting friendship. 

In addition to raising money for the Collingwood Hospital, Katie
also makes donations to the Georgian Triangle Humane Society
and My Friends House. 

 



Order Recipient Sean Rennie

Sean has been a member of the Optimist Club of Collingwood
and Southern Georgian Bay for the past 10 years. During this
time, he has been involved in many events to raise much-needed
funds for youth programs in the area. Sean also runs the Canada
Day kids bike parade for the past 8 years through the Optimist
Club. 

Sean was part of the first group of individuals that started the
Georgian Bay Titans Rugby Club. Since the club’s inception, Sean
has volunteered his time coaching every year and over the past 7
years, he has been the President of the Club. Sean also started
the co-ed elementary school rugby program for Simcoe West in
2008. Sean continues to coach elementary rugby at Mountain
View Elementary School and is a convenor for the annual year-
end rugby tournament with Georgian Bay Titans. 



Order Recipient Doug Smith

Doug Smith is a volunteer at the Collingwood General and
Marine Hospital taking on weekly shifts in the Diagnostic
Imaging Department, helping to get patients gowned for CT,
mammography, and echocardiogram appointments. Doug is
also the friendly face who helps to guide patients to the
appropriate area of the hospital for their appointment. 

When Doug is not volunteering at the hospital, he can be found
at the Collingwood Curling Club, where he served on the Board
of Directors for the maximum 7-year term, and as treasurer for
4 years. His volunteer time at the Curling Club is spent working
shifts at the bar, helping to install a state-of-the-art AV system,
refinishing floors, laying carpet, repairing chairs, installing a
dishwasher and, while working alongside many other
volunteers, Doug installed 100 lockers! 

Doug is also a volunteer with Hospice Georgian Triangle where
he helped to raise money starting the  “Curlers Without Ice”
team and the Hospice Hike & Bike event. 




